TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 22

ROOM 580

8:15 AM Check-In (Lobby)
9:00 AM Welcoming Remarks (Main Auditorium)
9:15 -10:30 AM
Session 1 of Anatomy
of a Prosecution:
10:45 AM -12:15 From Investigation to
PM Charging: Building a
Prosecutable Human
Trafficking Case
12:15-115 PM Lunch
Investigating a Serial
Sextortionist — A
1:15-2:45 PM Case Study on the
Investigation of
Buster Hernandez
3:00-4:15PM
4:15-4:30PM Closing Remarks

5:00 - 7.00 PM

Join us for a Networking Happy Hour at Spectrum Bar
8 min walk | apps provided | 233 S Halsted St




WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 23

ROOM 580
8:15 AM Check-In (Lobby)
9:00 AM Welcoming Remarks (Main Auditorium)
9:15 -10:30 AM
Session 2 Anatomy
of a Prosecution:
10:45 AM -12:15 Preparing the Case
PM for Trial: Motions,
Witnesses, and
Evidence
12:15-1:15 PM Lunch

Session 3 of
Anatomy of a

Prosecution: Trying a
115-2:45 PM Human Trafficking
Case: Presenting
Evidence and Telling
the Story

Session 4 of
Anatomy of a
Prosecution: The

3:00-4:15PM .
Verdict and Beyond:
Victim Outcomes
and Lessons Learned
4:15-4:30PM Closing Remarks




Tuesday, September 22, 2026

WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS

9:00-9:15 am i i . .
Jennifer K. Bagby, Deputy First Assistant, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
KEYNOTE: Prevention, Healing, and Everything in Between
Jose Lewis Alfaro, Lived Experience Expert & Consultant
This session explores the multifaceted journey of trafficking survivors, focusing on prevention, risk factors, and healing. This presentation
will follow the case study of a trafficking survivor, offering a unique opportunity to hear firsthand about their experiences and insights.
915-10:30 am therapeutic interventions. Attendees will not only gain insights from the survivor's narrative but also engage in discussions that
' ’ emphasize the interconnectedness of prevention, risk factors, and healing. This session is ideal for advocates, social workers, educators,
Main and anyone committed to combating trafficking and supporting survivors.
Auditorium . . . ) )
Structured into three distinct segments, the session will delve into:
1. Prevention: Understanding the strategies and initiatives that can help avert trafficking situations before they occur.
2. Risk Factors: Identifying the vulnerabilities that contribute to trafficking, providing critical knowledge for advocates and practitioners
alike.
3. Healing: Highlighting the paths to recovery and resilience, showcasing the importance of support systems and therapeutic
interventions.
10:45-12:15 pm CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Healing Communities: Not Just Individuals: Grassroots Strategies to Advance Health Equity
Angela Cruz, Director of the Women and Health Initiative and Federal Programs Administrator, Taller Salud
How community leadership, trust, and collective care can transform health outcomes and strengthen social wellbeing. Health
inequities are often discussed as statistics, policies, or systems failures. Yet behind every number is a person, a family, and a
community navigating barriers to care, trauma, and social exclusion. Drawing from over a decade of work in public health, gender-
ROOM 704 based violence prevention, and community organizing in Puerto Rico, this session explores how communities themselves can become
powerful agents of healing and transformation. Participants will learn practical strategies for building trust, engaging community
leaders, integrating mental, physical, and social health approaches, and creating sustainable pathways toward health equity. Through
real-world examples—including community health promoters, violence prevention initiatives, and collaborative partnerships—this
presentation demonstrates how grassroots approaches can improve access to services, strengthen protective factors, and increase
community resilience. Attendees will leave with actionable tools they can implement immediately within their organizations, programs,
and communities to foster belonging, improve engagement, and create more equitable health outcomes
Title Coming Soon
ROOM C25 Tatiana Duchak, Domestic Violence & Coercive Control Expert, Arena Therapy and Justice Center
Coming Soon
Session 1 of Anatomy of a Prosecution: Law Enforcement Track
ROOM 580
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From Investigation to Charging: Building a Prosecutable Human Trafficking Case

See page 12 for additional information



12:15-1:15 pm

LUNCH

1:15-2:45 pm CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Investigating a Serial Sextortionist- A Case Study on the Investigation of Buster Hernandez
Jared Barnhart Head of Global Engagement & Community, Cellebrite
ROOM 580 ) ) ) L . .
This session will be an intimate look into one of the world’s worst documented sextortionists, Buster Hernandez. The
session will dive deep into the details of how victims were lured, trapped, and sextorted. It will also reveal the investigative
strategies applied and the technical expertise needed to solve the case.
Redefining the Frontlines of Labor Trafficking 2.0 (Interactive Workshop)
Lou Longhitano, Attorney Advisor, AEquitas
This session will explore labor trafficking and guide participants in active reflection on the following question related to
ROOM C25 labor trafficking in their field:
¢ Who are the stakeholders with the best access/interaction with labor victims?
¢ Realize that most of them are not here at the conference or TF meetings.
¢ What does meaningful collaboration across disciplines look like for survivors of labor trafficking?
 Brainstorm (as a MDT) how we can engage these stakeholders in the mission.
Expanding Access: Approaches to Supporting Unaccompanied Children Impacted by Human Trafficking
Jessica Neham, Senior Community Outreach and Education Coordinator, US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants
(uscri)
This presentation examines trafficking among unaccompanied children (UCs) and foreign national youth, focusing on
how migration experiences, family separation, and economic need increase vulnerability to exploitation. It explores how
policies, eligibility requirements, and service delivery shape children’s access to services and influence identification and
response to trafficking. The session provides an overview of the federal trafficking services landscape for unaccompanied
ROOM 704 children and foreign national youth and how children and families may come into contact with these systems. It
examines barriers related to eligibility, documentation, and system navigation that affect children’s access to services
and coordination across providers. These barriers, along with fear of accessing services and reporting to law
enforcement, may result in hesitation in disclosing trafficking or seeking support. The presentation highlights approaches
for building rapport, incorporating cultural considerations, and strengthening collaboration to support unaccompanied
children and foreign national youth through trusted resources. A video-based case scenario will illustrate an
unaccompanied child’s migration and reunification experience in which trafficking indicators emerge after arrival
reunification. A facilitated discussion will follow with guided questions focusing on identification of trafficking, service
connection, and coordinated, victim-centered response based off audience roles.
Plenary: Technology-Facilitated Abuse and Human Trafficking: Perspectives from Research, Practice,
and Advocacy
Connie Chau, Researcher and Technology Consultant, Northwestern University; The Network: Advocating Against
Domestic Violence
Lindsay Nathan, Access Solutions Manager, lllinois Legal Aid Online
Sophie Stephenson, Assistant Professor of Computer Science and Engineering, University of Texas at Arlington
Numan Gupta, PhD Candidate, University of Wisconsin-Madison
3:00-415 pm Hana Chung, PhD Student, University of Michigan
Main
Auditorium

Technology reaches all aspects of private and public life, and we as a society have seen a dramatic increase in the
misuse of and abuse of technology and digital spaces as a means to harass, stalk, and coerce other people— also known
as technology-facilitated abuse (TFA). In particular, practitioners are seeing how technology and TFA materialize in the
realities of human trafficking in a society reliant on social media, electronic devices, and data. Grounded in our diverse
collective experiences both conducting academic research and on-the-ground service and advocacy to survivors, we
share our perspectives on TFA and its relevance to human trafficking. Join this conversation as we establish the basics of
TFA and provide insight on broad trends in TFA (e.g,, tool for exploitation or surveillance, generative Al, documenting
evidence) and its impact on human trafficking.




Wednesday, September 23, 2026

WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS

9:00-9:10 am L .
Andrew S. Boutros, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of llinois
Plenary: Human Trafficking for Forced Criminality
Stephanie Richard, Director, Sunita Jain Anti-Trafficking Initiative, Loyola Law School
9:10-10:25 am This presentation examines forced criminality as a form of labor trafficking affecting both adults and youth. Traffickers
use coercion, threats, violence, debt, or manipulation to compel people to commit illegal acts—such as drug sales, theft,
Main fraud, or other criminalized labor—for the trafficker’'s benefit. Because individuals experiencing this form of exploitation are
Auditorium often first encountered through law enforcement or the justice system, they are frequently misidentified as offenders
rather than survivors. This session outlines how forced criminality operates, why victims are overlooked, and what systems
can do to identify exploitation, reduce wrongful criminalization, and ensure adults and youth receive protection and
trauma-informed support instead of punishment.
10:35-12:05 pm CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS
When Victims Are Treated as Offenders: Identifying Forced Criminality in Trafficked Youth
Wendy Gee, Executive Director, A NEW DAY Youth and Adult Services
Human trafficking continues to evolve, and traffickers increasingly exploit youth through forced criminal activity such as
ROOM C25 drug distribution, theft, fraud, panhandling, organized begging rings transporting illegal goods. These forms of exploitation
often fall outside traditional trafficking frameworks and are frequently misidentified as delinquent behavior. This
presentation explores how forced criminality functions as a trafficking control tactic and examines how professionals
across disciplines can improve identification and response. By integrating survivor-informed practice, multidisciplinary
case studies, and practical intervention strategies, this session highlights evolving approaches needed to respond to
emerging trafficking dynamics.
From Suspicion to Action: A Roll Call Training on Human Trafficking
Jaclyn Rodriguez, CEO, ForMed Insight LLC
Traci Kurtzer MD, Medical Director, Trauma Informed Solutions for Healthcare
Healthcare providers are often the first point of contact for trafficking survivors, but many healthcare providers do not
ROOM 704 have the knowledge to recognize that trafficking is occurring. Proper training can help ensure timely identification, safe
handling of the patient, and effective referral to support services. This session will present three of the roll call training
modules created by the Cook County Human Trafficking Task Force Healthcare Subcommittee. The modules are intended
to be used for quick education and were created to be relevant across multiple healthcare setting. Attendees will learn
how these modules can be presented at their organization to help improve the response to trafficking survivors in all
healthcare settings.
Session 2 of Anatomy of a Prosecution: Law Enforcement Track
ROOM C40 Preparing the Case for Trial: Motions, Witnesses, and Evidence

See following page 12 for full description

10



12:05-1:15 pm

LUNCH

2:45-4:14 pm

CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

ROOM 704

HEAL: Hospital-Law Enforcement Collaboration in Human Trafficking Response
Leanne Desselle (she/her), Director of Education and Engagement, HEAL Trafficking

This session focused on strengthening trauma-informed collaboration between law enforcement and healthcare
professionals. Participants explored the roles of healthcare providers, principles of survivor-centered care, and best
practices for communication, reporting, and information sharing. Through two interactive case discussions, including a
sting operation and an in-hospital scenario, attendees examined real-world challenges and collaborative response
strategies. The session concluded with practical applications, partnership-building opportunities, action planning, and a
Q&A discussion to support continued cross-sector collaboration.

The Psychological Impact on Trafficked Victims: Investigation, Prosecution, and Multidisciplinary

Response Strategies
Anique Whitmore, Psychotherapist, Psychological Associates of Buckhead

This presentation provides an in-depth examination of the psychological impact of human trafficking on victims and
survivors, with a specialized focus on how trauma influences victim behavior, disclosure, cooperation, and courtroom
testimony. Designed for prosecutors, investigators, healthcare professionals, victim advocates, and multidisciplinary
response teams, the session explores evidence-based strategies that strengthen investigations, improve prosecution
outcomes, and enhance survivor-centered care across sectors.

Participants will gain a comprehensive understanding of the culture of trafficking, the vulnerabilities that increase
victimization risk, and the complex trauma responses often misunderstood by investigators, juries, and the public.
Through expert analysis and real-world case applications, the presentation addresses how traffickers exploit
psychological coercion, trauma bonding, fear, dependency, and manipulation to maintain control over victims.

A central component of the presentation focuses on educating juries through expert witness testimony. Attendees will
learn how trauma experts can effectively explain victim behavior that may appear counterintuitive—including delayed
disclosure, recantation, returning to traffickers, lack of physical restraint, inconsistent statements, emotional flatness, or
perceived noncompliance. The presentation emphasizes how psychological trauma directly impacts memory, survival
responses, decision-making, and interpersonal relationships, and how these factors must be contextualized during
prosecution.

ROOM 580

Session 3 and 4 of Anatomy of a Prosecution: Law Enforcement Track

Trying a Human Trafficking Case: Presenting Evidence and Telling the Story
The Verdict and Beyond: Victim Outcomes and Lessons Learned

See page 12 for full description

3:00-4:15PM

Main
Auditorium

Plenary: It Takes a Village: Protecting Trafficking Survivors and Holding Perpetrators Accountable
Amrith Aakre, Director of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s Chicago District
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Anatomy of a Prosecution

This four-part training track for law enforcement and prosecutors provides a practical walkthrough of how to prepare and
prosecute a human trafficking case from investigation through verdict. Using case studies and scenario-based discussion,
presenters will examine each stage of the prosecution process, including charging decisions, pretrial litigation, witness
preparation, and trial strategy. Multidisciplinary faculty will share practical strategies to strengthen victim participation,
effectively present complex evidence, and maximize the use of expert testimony. Participants will explore common
challenges and proven practices for building and trying complex human trafficking cases.

Faculty:
e Jose Alfaro, Survivor Leader
Jane Anderson, Senior Attorney Advisor, AEquitas
Rebecca Bender, Subject Matter Expert, Survivor Leader
Ercan Dzelil, Solutions Engineer, Cellebrite
Mickey Sulkin, Senior Sales Director for State and Local Government, Cellebrite
Holly Kremin, Supervisor, Human Trafficking Unit, Special Prosecutions Bureau, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
Sara Kurtzberg, Chief of Prosecutorial Innovation, Kings County District Attorney’s Office
Lou Longhitano, Attorney Advisor, AEquitas
Kathryn Sodetz, Assistant State's Attorney, Human Trafficking Unit, Cook County State's Attorney's Office
David Weiss, Chief, Human Trafficking Unit, Kings County District Attorney’s Office and Co-Chair of the Brooklyn Human
Trafficking Task Force

Session 1: From Investigation to Charging: Building a Prosecutable Human Trafficking Case

This session examines the critical decisions that shape a human trafficking prosecution before charges are filed. Through case studies and
scenario-based discussion, presenters will demonstrate how prosecutors and investigators can ethically leverage available tools and
resources to identify trafficking offenses, evaluate available evidence, assess victim and offender culpability, address corroboration
challenges, and develop effective charging strategies. Participants will explore common investigative gaps, key legal considerations, and
enterprise-based approaches to building stronger cases before formal prosecution begins.

Session 2: Preparing the Case for Trial: Motions, Witnesses, and Evidence

Effective trial advocacy begins long before jury selection. This session focuses on pretrial preparation, including discovery, evidentiary
challenges, motion practice, witness preparation, and strategic case development. Faculty will discuss practical approaches to preparing
victims and other witnesses for testimony, litigating motions in limine, and organizing complex evidence for presentation at trial. Participants
will explore strategies for transforming financial records, digital communications, cell phone data, surveillance footage, and other
corroborative evidence into clear, persuasive presentations through the effective use of timelines, relationship and communication maps,
and multimedia exhibits. The session will also examine how purposeful visual advocacy can improve juror comprehension, strengthen the
prosecution’s theory of the case, and reduce confusion when presenting technical or voluminous evidence.

Session 3: Trying a Human Trafficking Case: Presenting Evidence and Telling the Story

This session explores trial strategies for prosecuting complex human trafficking cases. Through case examples and interactive discussion, an
experienced panel of prosecutors will share courtroom lessons learned from trying trafficking cases, where every stage—from jury selection
through closing argument—requires strategic thinking, adaptability, and thorough preparation. Participants will examine effective techniques
for presenting trafficking cases in a clear and compelling manner while addressing issues such as victim credibility, trauma, delayed
disclosure, offender manipulation, and common defense strategies.

Session 4: The Verdict and Beyond: Victim Outcomes and Lessons Learned

This concluding session examines how prosecutors can ensure jurors have the testimony, evidence, and context necessary to fairly evaluate
the case and return an appropriate verdict while supporting survivors through the conclusion of the prosecution and beyond. The session will
also address the cumulative impact that human trafficking cases can have on prosecutors, investigators, and other multidisciplinary
partners, highlighting practical strategies to promote professional resilience, recognize the effects of secondary traumatic stress, and sustain
effective, trauma-informed practice throughout a career.
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	How community leadership, trust, and collective care can transform health outcomes and strengthen social wellbeing. Health inequities are often discussed as statistics, policies, or systems failures. Yet behind every number is a person, a family, and a community navigating barriers to care, trauma, and social exclusion. Drawing from over a decade of work in public health, gender-based violence prevention, and community organizing in Puerto Rico, this session explores how communities themselves can become powerful agents of healing and transformation. Participants will learn practical strategies for building trust, engaging community leaders, integrating mental, physical, and social health approaches, and creating sustainable pathways toward health equity. Through real-world examples—including community health promoters, violence prevention initiatives, and collaborative partnerships—this presentation demonstrates how grassroots approaches can improve access to services, strengthen protective factors, and increase community resilience. Attendees will leave with actionable tools they can implement immediately within their organizations, programs, and communities to foster belonging, improve engagement, and create more equitable health outcomes
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	Plenary: It Takes a Village: Protecting Trafficking Survivors and Holding Perpetrators Accountable
	Continued ⟶

	Anatomy of a Prosecution
	Law Enforcement Track
	This four-part training track for law enforcement and prosecutors provides a practical walkthrough of how to prepare and prosecute a human trafficking case from investigation through verdict. Using case studies and scenario-based discussion,
	presenters will examine each stage of the prosecution process, including charging decisions, pretrial litigation, witness preparation, and trial strategy. Multidisciplinary faculty will share practical strategies to strengthen victim participation, effectively present complex evidence, and maximize the use of expert testimony. Participants will explore common challenges and proven practices for building and trying complex human trafficking cases.
	Faculty:
	Jose Alfaro, Survivor Leader
	Jane Anderson, Senior Attorney Advisor, AEquitas
	Rebecca Bender, Subject Matter Expert, Survivor Leader
	Ercan Dzelil, Solutions Engineer, Cellebrite
	Mickey Sulkin, Senior Sales Director for State and Local Government, Cellebrite
	Holly Kremin, Supervisor, Human Trafficking Unit, Special Prosecutions Bureau, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
	Sara Kurtzberg, Chief of Prosecutorial Innovation, Kings County District Attorney’s Office
	Lou Longhitano, Attorney Advisor, AEquitas
	Kathryn Sodetz, Assistant State's Attorney, Human Trafficking Unit, Cook County  State's Attorney's Office
	David Weiss, Chief, Human Trafficking Unit, Kings County District Attorney’s Office and Co-Chair of the Brooklyn Human Trafficking Task Force
	Session 1: From Investigation to Charging: Building a Prosecutable Human Trafficking Case

	This session examines the critical decisions that shape a human trafficking prosecution before charges are filed. Through case studies and scenario-based discussion, presenters will demonstrate how prosecutors and investigators can ethically leverage available tools and resources to identify trafficking offenses, evaluate available evidence, assess victim and offender culpability, address corroboration challenges, and develop effective charging strategies. Participants will explore common investigative gaps, key legal considerations, and enterprise-based approaches to building stronger cases before formal prosecution begins.
	Session 2: Preparing the Case for Trial: Motions, Witnesses, and Evidence

	Effective trial advocacy begins long before jury selection. This session focuses on pretrial preparation, including discovery, evidentiary challenges, motion practice, witness preparation, and strategic case development. Faculty will discuss practical approaches to preparing victims and other witnesses for testimony, litigating motions in limine, and organizing complex evidence for presentation at trial. Participants will explore strategies for transforming financial records, digital communications, cell phone data, surveillance footage, and other corroborative evidence into clear, persuasive presentations through the effective use of timelines, relationship and communication maps, and multimedia exhibits. The session will also examine how purposeful visual advocacy can improve juror comprehension, strengthen the prosecution's theory of the case, and reduce confusion when presenting technical or voluminous evidence.
	Session 3: Trying a Human Trafficking Case: Presenting Evidence and Telling the Story
	Session 4: The Verdict and Beyond: Victim Outcomes and Lessons Learned
	Continued ⟶



